
a CHARITY Without OVERHEAD

LIKE Portia's candle, work For a third, recipients of this 
)f the Torrance Relief Society work have not had their names 
las been carried on these last j bandied about. There are, for 
19 years, with its good deeds example, several prominent,
 adfating throughout the com 
Tiunity and nearby territory, 
/et .so quietly has it functioned 
hat hundreds of Torrance citi- 
:en:: »'Hny are unaware of its 
,-xi '

U. :. \.- ... many respects 
ifnong relief organizations,
-his society has earned a 
>Jaee in the hearts of the com- 
nunity, and only now is its 
;tory being fully told.

It was not easy to learn the 
ietails. This reporter had 
loard of its record from many 
sources, but the good ladies 
vho founded and built the so­ 
ciety were extremely reticent 
i bout having its history roc- 
>rded. Not until it was pointed 
ait that their work was so 
listinctivc, so worthy of spo- 
;ia! mention, would they re- 
ca.se the facts for publication. 
Vnd even then, some of them

  '- -'• tinctly 

Unique 
WHAT, then, 
ar points in

reserved. 
Points
are the partic 
which this so

fairly wealthy Torrance fam­ 
ilies today which, in their early 
days in the community, were 
deserving of, and received, a 
helping hand from this society

families whose secrets would, 
because of their present promi­ 
nence, provide splendid food 
for a Winchell. Yet their se­ 
crets are, properly, safe and 
will never be told. Probably 
only one person knows them 
and she was the worker who 
investigated the cases when 
the need was present.

On the other hand, it is only 
fair to state that every one of 
these cases has cleared its 
debt to the society, and many 
of them today are among the 
most lavish donors toward its 
work.

So

A

jet.y has become a noteworthy 
nodel? For one thing, every 
JriKle penny ever contributed 
.o them has gone 100 per cent 
nto relief; not a cent to over- 
iead. For another, Torrance 
law never had a

fjuibblc or

Spontaneous Inception

THE TORRANCE RELIEF 
SOCIETY was not founded. It 

 itaneous movement 
v, h i < loped during the 
World War. At that time Tor­ 
rance, like all other cities, had 
its local Red Cross chapter. 
But, as an infant city, it was 
not permitted to function sole­ 
ly for the soldiers, sailors and 
marines from Torrance. In 
stead, its work was consoli- 

deserving j dated with that of Los Arv 
' h have! geles.

jed toi In order to meet this situa­ 
te J ' ion, the Torrance Relief Corps

How far that little 
throws its beams! 

So shines a good deed 
naughty world . . . 

doth the greater glory dim 
the less; 

substitute shines brightly as
a king* 

Until it king be by; and then
his state

Kmpties itself, us doth :m in- 
lurid brook 

li\in Hie itmin of wuter.^.
 Merchant of Venice.

wa., .,-. i..-d, Noveu11>. , .., 191.7, 
"to supply needed .comforts 
and necessities for the enlisted 
and drafted men from Tor­ 
rance."

Chairman of the first meet­ 
ing was George A. Proctor, 
with Mrs. Dorothy Brenton sec­ 
retary. Its first committee for 
relief work included Dr. J. S. 
Lancaster and Mesdames Isa­ 
bel H e n d e r son, Antoinette 
Steinhilber, Carrie Morford, 
and Helena Torrance. The first 
soliciting committee- was com­ 
posed of Dr. Lancaster as 
chairman and Messrs. George 
A, Proctor, Alfred Gourdier, 
A. H. Bartlett and James 
Byrnes.

In addition to sending Christ­ 
mas cheer and clothing over­ 
seas, the corps provided for a 
French orphan for three years 
and raised $190 at a dance 
which was sent to a French 
family known to be in distress. 
A house-to-house canvass by

candle the women resulted in funds
for the purchase of the large 

in u flag used on holidays on the
memorial flagpole.

Corps Become Society
WHEN the war ended the 

corps did not. A truckload of 
clothing was ready for ship­ 
ment to Belgium when the in­ 
fluenza epidemic struck. This 
was diverted to local needs and 
brought home to. the members 
the fact that there was a 
peacetime need - for an organ­ 
ization. The corps was, there 
fore reorganized as the Tor­ 
rance Relief Society and its 
membership was confined to 
women.

Meeting weekly, at the 
homes of members, all its char 
ties were carried on anonym­ 
ously. A visitor at any of 
the meetings would havo been 
unable to detect the name of 
any of the recipients. One 
member was delegated to in­ 
vestigate each suggested case, 
known only by number and sc 
recorded in all the society's 
books. Never was the name of 
the recipient divulged or men 
tioned.

Funds for the work were, 
at first, contributed by the 
members. But In 1926 a com­ 
mittee of businessmen, seeing 
the wonderful work which was 
being accomplished, volun­ 
teered to assume the responsi 
bility of an annual drive which 
was later supplemented by 
fun- 1 i Torrance Corn

munity Chest drives. This com 
mittee was headed by the lat- 
G. W. Post, aided by Sam Levy

Thousands of dollars hav 
passed through the hands ol 
the society, accounted for to 
the last penny in its books, an­ 
nually audited at a local bank. 
While the government has, to 
a greater or less extent, taken 
over many of the duties of thu 
society in recent years, then 
still exists a need such as in 
cases not qualified under the 
government program, or cases 
pending action by the govern­ 
mental authorities. The society, 
therefore, carries on and will 
continue to carry on as lonj.' 
as there is anything it can do 
Communications may be ad 
dressed to the Torrance Relief 
Society, 1804 Gramercy avenue

Presidents of the son.  '   
from the time of its incept i-> 
have been Mesdames Steinhil­ 
ber, Woodington, Brown, Camp­ 
bell, Lancaster and Collins, 
while other officers have in 
eluded Mesdames Byrnes, Gay 
and Lessing, and Miss Byrnes. 
In addition to those named on 
the first committee, members 
,):u-it and present are Mesdames 
M. Beckwith, Allio Busch, John 
C r o s s land, George Dolton, 
Zadie Hastie, Luther Hyde, 
William Klusman, Ben Olscn, 
Carrie H. Parks, Frank Paour, 
Mary Perkins, Mary Peterson, 
John Sullivan, John Tolson, 
Brady Wolfe, Nellie Zuver, 
Miss Brown and many others.

past 25 years have brought much progress to this 
community and the nation. Likewise great advance­ 

ments have been made in the field of Medical Science 
and Surgical Skill.

It has been the earnest endeavor of local physicians and 
surgeons, through constant study and training, to keep 
abreast of this progress, and to augment their knowledge 
with the most modern technical equipment.

Physicians and Surgeons
of Torrance


